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The Support Our Students & Economy Act (SOSE)
Whereas, the need for funding to higher education institutions in the State of Vermont has become more than just an educational issue for Vermonters but also an issue of affordability and economic prosperity,
Whereas, according to the University of Illinois’ tax and appropriations survey Grapevine, Vermont was ranked near the bottom of state appropriations to its higher education system,

Whereas, the Governor’s Commission on Higher Education stated in a letter to Governor Jim Douglas that  “continued under-funding of the higher education system can only result in devastating consequences for many sectors of the economy in the very near future,"
Whereas, an increase of 8 percent for Higher Education in the State General Fund would benefit the state economy and young people in the State of Vermont, according to the Governor’s Commission on Higher Education,

Whereas, the Governor’s Commission on Higher Education has found that there is a direct correlation between a strong economy and a sound higher education system,

Be It Resolved that the University of Vermont Student Government Association supports the findings of the Governor’s Commission on Higher Education,
Be It Further Resolved that the University of Vermont Student Government Association asks that the Vermont State Legislature and Governor Jim Douglas support the findings of the Commission and increase state funding for higher education by 8 percent.

